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rosenthal/gf 
sports state + Big Sky 
10-31-77 
sports 
University of Montana • Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522 
With 11 practice sessions behind them, the University of Montana men's basketball 
team continues to work very hard and rr.ake progress according to head coach Jim 
Brandenburg. 
The 14 scholarship athletes, led by senior co-captains Michael Ray Richardson 
and Jim Molloy, have displayed a great willingness to put out 100% effort in every 
practice sessiono 
"This week we're going to concentrate on the total team concept of basketball 
rather than individual skills," Brandenburg said. "We're working on our 2-3 offense, 
the high-low offense and the passing game," Brandenburg said. "Defensively, we will 
install the pressure defense,man to man and zone." 
Brandenburg said several individuals have looked very good. He said he was 
especially pleased with sophomore redshirt guard Rick Zanon. 
"Rick's been playing very well. The coaches feel that way and the scrimmage 
statistics bear it out. Our freshmen players have been struggling a little bit 
because they're not playing as relaxed and natural as they should. Generally, we've 
had good intensity a.nd have excellent squad morale at this point." 
Other than freshman redshirt guard Blaine Taylor, the team health is goed. 
Taylor sprained an ankle last week and will be out for four or five days until he's 
fully healed. 
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